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DISCIPLE DIGEST 
Highline Christian Church, 14859 1st Avenue South, Burien

Help Wanted! 

The Elementary 
Ministry is in need 
of an occasional 
volunteer that can 
do Sign Language. 

If you know some basic signs 
and would be available at the 
10:40 service if a student 
needs support, please contact 
Katie Taylor at 
katie@highlinechristian.org. 


Third Saturday Church 
Work Party 

January 15th  
8:30-Noon 
All are invited to 
join us for the Third Saturday 
Work Party. We will be doing 
general grounds maintenance 
& fix-its and could use your 
help. Meet us here in the HCC 
Parking lot.  For questions, 
contact Gregg at 
206-391-0113


Food for Thought 

The mind justifies 
what the heart 
has chosen.

Training Not Trying 
Happy New Year!  Welcome to 2022.  At this time of year it 
is common to reflect on your life and to make plans, goals, 
wishes, dreams, and resolutions for yourself in the new year 
to come.  I’m sure you are also aware of the many different 
studies that show how few people actually stick to their new 
year’s resolutions past the first couple of weeks.  It’s a sad 
but true fact that many, myself included, have set new 
resolutions for better health, new habits, a deeper spiritual 
life, and so on only to miss a few days and end up giving up 
on the new and returning to the old way of life.  This is not a 
good situation for any of us, especially in the realm of our 
spiritual formation.


Before moving on, let’s go back to reflecting on our spiritual 
life, or as Pastor Tim preaches about, life in the Kingdom of 
God today.  As children of God who live in His strong and 
unshakeable Kingdom, we should be ever growing in our 
relationship with God.  How well do you know the Father?  
(John 17:3)  In what ways are you growing in following the 
example of Jesus? (John 13:15, 34)  Do you have ears to 
hear the gentle leading of Holy Spirit inviting you to join in 
kingdom living? (John 16:13)  Are you living more like a child 
of God now than you were a year ago? (Romans 12)  Did 
you read more, or more deeply, the written word than you 


(Continued on page 2)
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Training Not Trying….
did the year before?  How much of the word 
did you hide in your heart so you wouldn’t 
sin against God this past year? (Psalm 119)  
These are not questions to make us feel 
guilty or to cause us to be afraid.  They are 
questions to help you reflect on your 
spiritual life in a real way.  Too often we 
come to Jesus for salvation and assume we 
will automatically be transformed and have a 
better, or more godly life.  The reality is 
transformation is not automatic and it 
doesn’t just happen with the passing of 
time, with church attendance, or more 
information.


Here are a couple more questions to think 
about as you reflect:

What do you think and/or feel about Jesus?

What do you think Jesus might think/feel 
about you?

Are you happy with the person you are/are 
becoming?

What are you gaining by staying the way 
you are?

What would you need to give up in order for 
you to change/grow?

At the end of the year when you ask yourself 
these questions, what do you want the 
answers to be?


Now, how are we going to change?  If the 
majority of people who set new year’s 
resolutions drop their resolutions a couple of 
weeks in to the new year, how are we going 
to go about transformation all year?  Try 
harder?  Nope.  I’m sure most of us have 
been told to “just try harder” before.  For 
some things we may be able to accomplish 
something if we try harder, but this is not 
going to be the solution to our 
transformation.  Think you can?  Though that 
made for a good slogan for the little train that 
could, just thinking you can do something is 
not going to do it either.  There are some 
things you just can’t think yourself into no


matter how much you think about or want it.  

Spiritual formation, growth into the likeness 
of Jesus requires training into a life of 
training to become like Jesus.  This training 
process is something that is done in 
partnership with the leading of Holy Spirit as 
He reveals opportunities for us to grow and 
change; I suppose we could call Holy Spirit 
our Trainer.  Training with Holy Spirit requires 
discipline, time, commitment, and 
consistency.  Although our Christian life is an 
every day moment by moment kind of living, 
formation and growth may not be every day 
at first.  This is a relationship not a law so 
treat your relationship with Holy Spirit as a 
best friend you want to be with rather than a 
law you have to obey.


One area of the training process is learning 
through biblical study, classes, conferences, 
books, videos, podcasts, sermons, and 
more.  William Paul Young states 
“Teachability is allowing what is being 
communicated to challenge what we assume 
to be true already.  We need to let what is 
being communicated come in and speak to 
us.  We do not need to accept it, but we do 
need to engage with it.”  Be open to what 
Holy Spirit is teaching you through your 
studies, think through things especially if 
those things challenge things you already 
think.  You do not need to accept everything 
but you do need to be open to change as the 
spirit leads.


Another area of training is practicing, or 
spiritual training exercises.  We are not 
formed by information alone, we must put 
ourselves in learning environments where 
we can practice Christlikeness.  Spiritual 
training exercises help us partner with Holy 
Spirit to bodily train our faith.  Faith is to be

lived out, there is no way to separate our 
everyday lives from our lives in Jesus, 

therefore we need to begin intentionally 

practicing the Jesus way of living in our 
everyday lives.


(Continued from page 1)
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The Christmas Tree Stand 

The CHRISTMAS TREE STAND was a SUCCESS once 
again!! 

2021 was another successful year for 
the Christmas tree stand.  We only 
had 300 trees to sell this year (we 
usually sell around 600).  We opened 
the stand the day after Thanksgiving 
(as usual) and had all our trees sold by 
the end of Sunday 10 days later. We 
were open the same number of days 
as last year.  Our profit to be shared 
among short term mission projects was a few dollars under 
$10,000.00.  FABULOUS!!  


Once again things were different due to Covid but many 
things were the same and it was just as fun as ever.  Our 
sales were strong from the first day of opening and never 
really let up until we were out of trees.  The tree stand is only 
successful each year because of many of you!!  We were 
able to share the excitement of Jesus, Christmas, family and 
“Church” at Highline Christian Church. THANK YOU!!  Once 
again special THANKS to: Santa John for once again being 
at the stand each day and Tony B was there most days to 
open the stand and work a shift (or three) - THANK YOU!! To 
the others of you that took time to “work“ the stand – 
THANK YOU!!  


THANK YOU!!  To the crews that took the time to make the 
trip to Onalaska and back to pick up and deliver trees. To 
the many others that set the stand up and then took it down 
before the rains hit - THANK YOU!!


MAY JESUS, the baby of Christmas and our Resurrected 
LORD and King be lifted up and shared by all our efforts this 
year!! 


May you have a BLESSED and MERRY CHRISTMAS!!!

Training Not Trying….
A third area of training is 
community.  Something most 
people who succeed at their 
new year resolutions has in 
common is accountability; they 
don’t try to accomplish change 
alone.  Jesus did not invite us 
into an individual faith, we are 
invited into a faith community, a 
new family.  We need each 
other for fellowship and for 
accountability.  


As you reflect on your life from 
this past year and what you 
desire for your life in the year to 
come, I encourage you to also 
think about and pray for people 
to partner with in your training 
this year.  May you be blessed 
as you partner with Holy Spirit 
and a few other faithful 
followers in your training in 
righteousness this year.


(Spiritual Formation points 
adapted from The Good and 
Beautiful God discipleship 
series by James Bryan Smith.  I 
lead this series on a regular 
basis.  Please contact me if you 
are interested in joining the next 
cohort.) 


Moment by moment with 
Jesus,

Bret Thorson

(Continued from page 2)
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Young Adults 
Our Young Adults meet every Thursday 7:30 - 9PM and we would love for you to help us get 
the word out! YA is open for 18 - 28 year olds who are looking to worship, build community 
and grow with other believers! We play games, pray together, worship together and of course 
have good Bible teaching that is Christ - centered, focusing on the important things of life, we 
meet in the South building, Youth and Young Adults Worship Center, 3rd floor. We did take the 
last three weeks of December off but start back January 6th.


Youth 
We took the last three weeks of Wednesday night Youth services’ off for students to finish 
school and enjoy family and/or friends. We start back up January 5th!


Our last event of 2021 was a Christmas movie night.  


The Christmas party was a blast, 35 + students with tons of desserts, coffee, Italian sodas, hot 
chocolate, etc. It was a lot of fun!  We had several games with marshmallows, a scavenger 
hunt and Christmas dancing. Such a great way to end the year with our Youth ministry.


Saturday, January 22nd, 8AM - 10PM | Leavenworth Day Trip


Wednesday, January 26th, 6:30 - 8:30PM | Encounter Night (During Youth Group hours)


February 18th - 20th | High School Winter Camp at Lakeside Bible Camp


March 4th - 6th | Jr. High Winter Camp at Lakeside Bible Camp

SAVE THE 

DATES
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Early Childhood & Early Elementary 

Elementary News:  
Our Wednesday Night group 
will begin back in January for 
students in 3rd through 6th 
Grade.  We will start on 
January 5th from 6:30-8:00.  
Doors will open at 6:00.  
Wednesday nights are a deeper 
dive study for students to 
engage with God's word in a 
different way.  We will be 
learning to use our Bibles 
well!  


Save the Date:  
On Presidents Day Weekend, 
February 18-21, Students in 
4th through 6th Grade have the 
opportunity for a weekend 
retreat at Pleasant Valley 
Christian Camp.   Camp begins 
at 3:00.  (Many local schools 
are out that Friday, but come 
late if you cannot get there at 
3:00)  Parents will be 
transporting students to camp 
due to health screens at the 
check in.  

Registration is coming soon! 

We have spent the month of December looking at the 
Nativity! We have made many ornaments and crafts to help 
remember what our lessons were on.  As we move into 
January, the Elementary kids will be continuing to match 
what the adults are hearing in the main worship center.  The 
Early Childhood (for both services) and the Elementary kids 
(at the 10:40) will be continuing with the Big God Story.  We 
will do a Remember and Celebrate in January and review 
our lessons on the Mosaic Covenant through the Nativity, 
then we will go back to the Old Testament and 
continue learning about God's Chosen People.  


We had our Family Christmas Night and there 
were some amazing gingerbread houses built!  
We enjoyed our time laughing and playing 
Minute to Win it!  We ended our evening with a 
Christmas Devotion and declared who Jesus 

is!  The children said that Jesus is 
our Savior, Jesus is love, and Jesus 
is our light!  We will do another 
family night in a few months!  




January 2022

6

                       Operation Christmas Child 
In case you missed the great Operation Christmas Child news last month, we are 

pleased to announce that Highline Christian contributed 681 boxes to children worldwide.  
The gift-filled shoeboxes that were packed will share God's love in a tangible way and can 
impact not only the child who receives it, but also their family, friends, and community.  


I found out that my box for a girl was sent to Madagascar and that my box for a boy was sent 
to Ecuador.  Another family at Highline had their box sent to Ecuador too!  If you find out 
where your box was sent, I'd love to know. 

Most importantly, please remember to pray for the child who will receive your gift. 


We are already beginning to collect items for the 2022 Operation Christmas Child boxes.  It 
can be helpful to be a year-round shopper for the boxes because you can find good deals and 
you can spread out your own finances, I suggest looking at After-Christmas sales for some 
great items that children would enjoy.  Below you will find a guide to what we are focusing on 
collecting for this year, but feel free to purchase and donate almost any item on any month.  
(Please don't buy soap or batteries too early.  They don't store well for a whole year).


January: Socks (for girls or boys that will fit children ages 2 - 14)

February: Toys for Girls (ages 2-14)

March: Toys for Boys (ages 2-14)

April: Dolls and Stuffed Animals (sized to fit in a shoebox)

May: Soccer Balls & Pumps

JUNE: Toothbrushes

JULY: Wash Cloths & Bar Soap

AUGUST: Flashlights and Batteries

September: School Supplies

October: Full Boxes

November: Full Boxes


Thank you!  If you have any questions about 

Operation Christmas Child, please contact 

Tammie Lindblom at 253-670-2386.
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     World Outreach 
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 Community Outreach 
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 Community Outreach 

(Continued on page 10)
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 Community Outreach ~ Care Net continued… 
(Continued from page 9)
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Friday, January 28th at 6pm
S - 203

Iron, ironing board, cutting mats & rulers
will be provided

Ladies Quilting & Fellowship

Prayer Request 

If you have a prayer request 

our Prayer Team would like to 
pray for you.  


You may enter your prayer 
request through our APP, the 
HUB, or by email at 
office@highlinechristian.org.


How Are You? 

Stephen Ministers 
are lay congregation 
members trained to 
provide one-to-one 
care to those 
experiencing a difficult time in 
life, such as grief, divorce, job 
loss, chronic or terminal illness, 
relocation and more. 


Stephen Ministers come from 
all walks of life, but they all 
share a passion for bringing 
Christ’s love and care to people 
during a time of need. 


If you would like to receive a 
Stephen Minister or would like 
more information regarding 
Stephen Ministry please 
contact the church office by 
email or phone, 206-243-4333.
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Sunday, January 23rd  
HCC Outreach Dinner 

Transform Burien 

Serve a meal and provide food and clothing services to 
those in need in our community. 


The 4th Sunday of each month:  
2:30 to 3:30 PM - Set Up and Serve


3:30 to 5:00 PM - Serve

4:45 to 5:45 PM - Clean Up 


Opportunities:  
Set Up 


Kitchen-Cook/Prep

Meal Server

Food Bank 


Clothing Bank 

Hall Monitor


Prayer and Conversation with Attendees

Clean Up 


Location:

Sunnydale School


15623 Des Moines Mem Dr 

Burien WA


Contact

Don Berg 


206-243-4333


Congratulations New 
Member by Baptism 

Michael Kemplin


In Loving Memory 

Ted Lawrence moved 
on from this life into 
the presence of our 
Lord and Savior 
December 8th, 2021.  
Please remember his daughter 
Lori and family in your prayers.


Worship Service Times 

Saturdays - 6:00pm 
Sundays - 9:00am & 10:40am 

Contact Us 
Phone: 
206.243.4333 

Website: 
highlinechristian.org 

Email:   
office@highlinechristian.org 

Office Hours 
Sunday - Wednesday 8:30-2:30 
         (Out for lunch 12pm - 1pm) 
Thursday       8:30-Noon 

Next eNewsletter Deadline 
January 16, 2022 
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2021-2022 Elders

Bruce Ernst, Elder Chair David Cowan Les Fader Tim Knight

Konrad Lindblom Dave Rogge Paul Smith Bret ThorsonGregg Louvier

HCC Staff

Tim Knight 
Senior Pastor 
206.595.4060 

Tim@highlinechristian.org

Bret Thorson 
Discipleship Pastor 

206.551.1517 
Bret@highlinechristian.org

Jack Fratangelo 
Church Life Director 

206.735.9798 
Jack@highlinechristian.org

Josh Ambrose 
 Next Gen Pastor 

206.794.4300 
Josh@highlinechristian.org

Katie Taylor 
Next Gen Minister 

206.498.9829 
Katie@highlinechristian.org

Kim Allen  
Office Manager 
206.243.4333 

Office@highlinechristian.org

Gregg Louvier 
Facilities Manager 

206.391.0113 
Office@highlinechristian.org

Marsha Louvier 
Custodian 

206.909.1788 
Office@highlinechristian.org

Ralph Lane 
Video Production Specialist 

206.243.4333 
Ralph @highlinechristian.org

Brian Greutman 
Worship Pastor 
206.819.5163 

Brian@highlinechristian.org

Picture  
To  

Come

Leah Ambrose 
Next Gen Ministry Assistant 

360.388.7554 
Leah@highlinechristian.org


