
Touched by Jesus to Touch Other’s Lives...Experience God’s T.O.U.C.H. 

The Highline 
eConnection 

July 
2016 

Inside this issue: 

Welcome our two 

new elders!  How 

well do you know 

them?  See if you can 

answer the questions 

correctly about them 

on page 11. 

Illuminate Youth 

Pages 

5-6 

Higher Ground 

Children’s Ministry 

7-8 

Early Childhood 9 

Elders 11 

Staff 12 

Thanks to your generosity we were able to walk where 
the Apostles John and Paul walked.  We were able to see 
ancient streets and structures that were present when 
they were there.  We were able to read Jesus’ letters to 
the churches in Revelation ON LOCATION where those 
believers lived.  We were able to better understand the 
geography, culture, customs, language, distance from 
place to place and so much more.  The absolute truth 
and authenticity of God’s Word was validated and 
confirmed again and again.  THANK YOU HIGHLINE!  We 
are humbled to be loved and blessed so much by our 
church family.  May the truth of the Gospel of Jesus 
shine brighter through all of us because of the 
experience you made possible.  We are eternally 
grateful!  

Love, Tim and Jane 

Huge Thank You! 

Reading Acts 16 where Paul was 
brought before the generals in 
Philippi. On the far side of the 
picture was the Bema of 
Philippi where Paul 
appeared before the 
officials and was 
flogged before being 
thrown with Silas into 
the Philippian jail.  

Temple of Artemis in Sardis. The small red building 
bottom left is the 4th century church dedicated to the 

Apostle John where worship of the Lord took place 
after the Temple to Artemis was abandoned. 

Sunset over the Aegean Sea!  
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Mount St. Helens Day Trip 
Wednesday, August 17th is Mount St. Helens day trip.  We will leave the church 
building promptly at 8:00 a.m. and return about 6:30 p.m.  Please arrive at  
7:45 a.m. so we will be able to leave on time.  At 10:00 a.m. the presentation at 
the Mount St. Helens Center will begin.  Then we will have a guided tour up the 
mountain, stop at Weyerhaeuser Museum for lunch and continue up the 
mountain to Johnston Ridge Observatory.  On the way down the mountain we 
will stop at a local restaurant for cobbler. Remember to bring your lunch, 
snacks and water bottle.  Cost is $12 for the Center and gas for the church bus.  

Come see the wonder of Mount St. Helens.  Vegetation has returned with 
amazing speed and so have the animals.  Sign up sheets will be available July 
23/24 and 30/31 and August 6/7.  Payment is due by August 7. If you have any 
questions please call Connie Egger. 

Prevention Time Event 
"Clothes for a Cause" clothing drive 
is a fun event that will last through 
mid-August.  

The preference is for gently used 
items, but they can also take items 
that are in poorer condition. 
Another way you can help them out 
is when you see or hear about 
garage sales in your neighborhood, 
ask if you can have their leftovers.  
Prevention Time can take clothes, 
shoes, belts, purses, bedding (no 
pillows), and area rugs. Bag the 
items and drop them at 30020 2nd 

Court South, Federal Way, on the 
porch or in front of the garage. 
(Please do not bag wet items.)  

If you know of large sales, please 
email preventiontime@gmail.com 
and they'll coordinate getting 
approval and picking up the items. 
They are a 501(c)3 nonprofit and 
can provide donation receipts. 

Last year Prevention Time collected 
over 23,000 pounds, which raised 
over $5,600! 

Letter from Inmate Thanks our Church 
“I would like to address this letter to the Highline Christian Church and its members of 
the church and library, that have donated the many books to the Kitsap County Jail 
located in the Port Orchard, Washington area. 

Because of your generosity, many inmates have been able to explore and seek out the 
knowledge of Our Lord Jesus Christ and how to maintain a Christ like life style.  It's true 
that the Bible is the book of all knowledge, but not all new Christians know how to 
apply it to their lives and circumstances, and the many donated books and Christian 
related materials from your church library are truly a blessing, leading many people to 
God's Kingdom.  Thank you.” 

Sincerely, 

Rolanda U. 

mailto:preventiontime@gmail.com
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Obviously, there is no foolproof scheme for 
identifying false teaching. Biblical discernment 
takes years of prayer, preaching, and practice. But 
there are certain questions that may be help us sift 
the good from the bad. Here are 15 discernment 
diagnostic questions I suggested to my 
congregation.” 

1. Does the teaching sound strange? This is not 
fool proof, of course—predestination may sound 

strange at first. But sound teaching 
should make biblical sense for those 
who have read through the Bible 
every year, go to church every 
Sunday, and have gone to Sunday 
school for decades. As an initial 
question, the longtime Christian 
should wonder “Why have I never 
heard anything like this before?” 

2. Does it sound too good to be 
true? Not in the next life, mind you, but in this 
life. Promises of never failing material well being or 
relational ease or emotional tranquility are not to 
be trusted. 

3. Does it involve trinkets or relics or holy water? 
Christianity entails some mystery, no magic. 

4. Does it involve prophetic words? Christians may 
define prophecy differently. I’m not thinking here 
of a word fitly spoken, or powerful preaching, or 
wise counsel. I’m talking about “the Lord told me” 
sort of communication that tell other people what 
to do and cannot be tested or sifted according to 
Scripture. 

5. Do angels or aliens or seed money play a major 
role in the teaching? Enough said. 

Reformed Reflections 
Submitted by Brad Krantz 

15 Discernment Diagnostics 

[ Reprinted from: https://blogs.thegospelcoalition.org/

kevindeyoung/2016/05/13/15-discernment-

diagnostics/] 

Biblical discernment is important for believers and 
it’s good to be reminded every so often. Not 
surprising, there are many references to it within 
Scripture.  For instance, in 1 John 4:1, we’re 
warned; 

“Beloved, do not believe 
every spirit, but test the 
spirits to see whether they 
are from God, for many 
false prophets have gone 
out into the world.” 

 We should know this- and 
most hopefully do- yet 
sometimes familiarity brings 
neglect. Kevin DeYoung, recently wrote a piece 
that spoke to me and reminded me of it’s 
significance.  I found it of interest and thought it 
might be helpful to share.  DeYoung is a Christian 
Reformed Evangelical theologian, author and he’s 
the Senior Pastor of University Reformed Church in 
East Lansing, Michigan, near Michigan State 
University.  

DeYoung writes, explaning, “We’ve been working 
through 2 Timothy on Sunday evenings. Last week I 
preached from 2 Timothy 3:6-9. It’s a passage–like 
many in the pastoral epistles–that deals with false 
teaching. Paul warns against the folly of false 
teaching (and against the folly of falling for it). 

Which leads to the question: what is false teaching 
and how do we spot it? 

Reflections (continued on page 4) 

http://biblia.com/bible/esv/2%20Tim%203.6-9
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11. Does the false teaching traffic in under-defined 
terms and slogans? Liberalism starts with an 
inattention to words. It is the triumph of orthodoxy 
to be careful with language. 

12. Does the teaching neglect the need for 
repentance? Beware the feel 
good invitation for everyone to 
come to the wide open arms. 
The coming of the Kingdom is 
not good news for sinners. It is 
good news for sinners who 
repent. 

13. Does the false teaching or 
teacher seem obsessed about 
one person, one doctrine, or 
one idea? An unsolicited 

exposé running into the hundreds of pages likely 
reveals more about the author than the subject. 

14. Does it result in an unbalanced presentation of 
the truth? True Christianity walks the tight rope 
between complementary biblical truths—truth and 
grace, Christ as God and man, salvation by faith 
alone and the necessity of the obedience of the 
Christian. It was usually the heretics who were 
guilty of resolving biblical tensions in ways that 
were too neat and tidy. 

15. Does the teaching fit with the Bible’s story line 
of sin and salvation? How can a holy God dwell in 
the midst of an unholy people? If the teaching 
doesn’t make sense as a plot line in that story, I’m 
suspicious. 

Mature Christians do not cast a critical eye on 
everyone and everything a hair’s breadth different 
from them. But they are discerning, and they are 
careful. Guard your heart. Guard your home. Guard 
the good deposit.  ← 

6. Does it feature prominently the word “code”? 
Bible Code, DaVinci Code, Omega Code. Just stay 
away. 

7. Does the teaching involve secrets? This was the 
appeal of Gnosticism. It purported to lead the 
initiate into the realm 
of secret knowledge. 
This is what makes me 
nervous about Masons, 
Mormons, and even 
many fraternities and 
sororities. Unless 
national security is 
involved, be wary of 
groups that are held 
together by tightly held 
secrets. Books with 
“secret” in the title are usually suspect too (Lesslie 
Newbigin’s The Open Secret being the exception 
that proves the rule). 

8. Does it rely on a cartoon view of God? False 
teaching tends to cast God as either as a autocratic 
strongman or a friendly face passing out beads at 
Woodstock? By contrast, the God of the Bible 
shines forth with (to use Jonathan Edwards’ 
phrase) a host of diverse excellencies. 

9. Does the teaching use big themes to negate 
specific verses? We should always interpret 
Scripture with Scripture, but we must not allow 
amorphous themes like love or justice or grace to 
flatten the contours of Scripture. 

10. Does it promote an unmediated approach to 
spirituality? Mysticism, in its technical sense, can 
be defined as an approach to God apart from 
mediation. False spirituality tries to foster intimacy 
with God that does not go through the mediated 
revelation of Scripture and does not lead one to 
the mediation of Christ on the cross. 

Reflections (continued from page 3) 

Liberalism starts with an 

inattention to words. It is the 

triumph of orthodoxy to be 

careful with language. 
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Update Letter July 2016 

Missions  

News Updates 

The sun is shining and Summer is officially here! We are looking forward to all 

that God has in store for illuminate Youth over the next few months and applicate 

all your prayers! 

 

         Blessings,    Pastor Steve, Nicole, Jayden, Riley & Adilynn 
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YESM 2016 Departure 

Saturday July 9th:  9am at HCC                  

(Bring money for lunch) 

 The YESM team will be gone July 9th-16th for our illuminate Youth Missions Trip. We will be traveling to 

Warden Washington to partner with a small church to help with their children's ministry program. We 

will be reaching the kids through a week long sports camp using the wordless book as our Gospel 

presentation. We appreciate your prayers for safety and for God to work in the hearts of these kids. 

 July 20th we will be doing a combined youth group Mariners Game with Grace Lutheran Church from 

11:30am-5pm with a cost of $18. Please see Pastor Steve for more details. 

 We are now in our iY Summer schedule and will be meeting 6-7:45pm at Lake Burien Park for youth 

group through the end of August. After youth group for anyone who wants, we will plan to go to Dairy 

Queen till about 8:30pm so please make sure to pick up your students there if they participate. 
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Parent Partners 

When We Meet 

We value you as our parent partners so if you have 

any questions or comments about the youth 

program or would like to join the illuminate Youth 

Leadership Team, please contact Pastor Steve!  

E: Steve@highlinechristian.org 

Junior High (7-8) 

 Sunday Morning Up-Word 10:40-12:00pm 

 Wednesday Night Youth Group 6:00-7:45pm 

High School  (9-12) 

 Sunday Morning Up-Word 10:40-12:00pm 

 Wednesday Night Youth Group 6:00-7:45pm 

    (YG will be at Lake Burien Park June-August) 

Sunday Morning Up-Word:   July 2016 

 Junior High – Paul’s Epistles  

    (Pastor Steve Teaching) 

 High School – Paul’s Epistles  

    (Pastor Steve Teaching) 

Teaching Topics  

Wednesday Night Youth Group:   JH & HS Summer Schedule  

 July 6th  — YG in the Park (Lake Burien Park) 

 July 13th — YG in the Park (Lake Burien Park) 

 July 20th — Combined YG Mariners Game  

 July 27th — YG in the Park (Lake Burien Park) 
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Prayer Partners 

We appreciate your prayers for:  YESM TEAM 

 Safe Travels 

 God to work in hearts  

 Kids to come to know JESUS! 

Upcoming Events 

 July 9th-16th — YESM Mission Trip  

 July 20th — Combined YG Mariners Game 11:30am-5pm  

 July 30th-31st  — YESM HCC Sharing 6pm, 9am & 10:40am 

 August 5th — HS Summer Splash 8am-11pm 

 August 19th — JH Summer Splash 8am-11pm 

Look for more events on the HUB and Facebook Page! 

*Parents if you would like to receive an emailed handout of our 

teaching material please contact Pastor Steve 
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Make the Most of... 
What do you think of when you think of Summer break?  For some, Summer is all about the sun, “yes, a couple 

of days without rain in Seattle.”  Others think Summer break, “great, what am I going to do with the kids for two 

and a half months.”  Still others think Summer break, “think of all the fun things our family can do together.”  

Wherever you land on the spectrum of Summer thoughts from dread to delight, I’d like to challenge you to make 

the most of it! 
 

In Ephesians 5:16 (NIV) we are told to “make the most of every opportunity because the days are evil.”  The 

thought here is NOT how many things (opportunities) can we fit on the calendar.  Unfortunately, many of us, 

myself included, have schedules that are way too full with little margin to reflect and listen for the Holy Spirit’s 

activity in our lives.  Rather, it IS the idea of doing all you can to join 

the Holy Spirit in what He is doing in each moment; be it down time 

at home or serving at a week of VBS.   
 

Learning to make the most of every opportunity by joining the Holy 

Spirit takes learning to listen and watch for Him, and that takes 

stillness.  (Psalm 46:10)  I challenge you to be intentional about the 

way you schedule your Summer days as well as how you use the 

time each day.  Build some down time in your schedule so you can 

be still before God to better be able to listen and watch for what the Holy Spirit is doing.  Do this and I believe 

you and your family will be blessed as you make the most of every opportunity following the Holy Spirit’s lead to 

live in God’s love and to show His love to others. 

Higher 
Ground 

Children’s 

Ministry 

Did you know? 
Did you know part of the purpose of the Higher Ground Children’s Ministry is fun?  That’s right, part of our 

purpose statements actually reads that we “Open opportunities for fun with each other.”  We accomplish this 

purpose in various ways including special events, VBS outings, game time as part of lesson times, faith 

community parties and more.   
 

Having fun is an important part of our faith development as it is one way we build relationships and create 

community while breaking down the walls of cliques.  I love to watch how new friendships are developed during 

fun events and it’s even better to see those friendships develop even more when the kids see each other the 

following Sunday.   
 

If you have new ideas of ways we can incorporate “fun” in the Children’s Ministry I would love to hear them as 

we are always evaluating what and why we do things.   
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Higher 
Ground 

Children’s 

Ministry 

July Remember Verse 

Upcoming Events 
 July 24-29—Summit Seeker Camp for students entering 

4th-6th grade 
 August 8 & 9 - Trail Trekker VBS for students entering 1st-

3rd grade 
 September 11—First Day of graded Sunday School for 

students 1st-6th Grade during the 9:00 a.m. service 

Upcoming Sunday 9:00 Big God Story Lessons 

 July 10th—God is the Everlasting Father - Acts 11:19-29; 14-15 - Remember Verse: Acts 1:8 

 July 17th—Remember and Celebrate—Feast of Tabernacles 

 July 24th—Jesus is Master—Acts 18—Remember Verse: John 10:27 

 July 31st—God’s Spirit Gives Gifts—Ephesians 4:1-16—Remember Verse: John 10:27 
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THANK YOU HIGHLINE!   

Preschool VBS was such a fun week! We started each morning out with groups 

doing fun activities.  Then we all went in and sat for the Big God Story!  Pastor 

Bret and Miss Leann led our worship and teaching time.  It was amazing to see 45 kids total-

ly engaged in God’s Word!  All the kids had the opportunity to rotate through 4 stations; 

craft, games, snack, and memory verse time.  The children learned a long verse too!  We 

ended the day inviting all the parents to return for worship and a time of Blessing.  Families 

were all sitting together and taking time to pray and bless their children.  Brothers and sis-

ters were all sitting together.  Cousins were crowded together.  Staff were surrounding the 

children too.  What an amazing time to come together.   
 

Blessings of the week: 

 The staff was amazing!  We had brand new staff all the way to experienced teens who 

have helped for years.  We also had adults around to help guide the kids as they led the 

little ones.  

 There were some sad children on Monday feeling nervous about VBS and then on Friday, 

they were crying because they did not want to leave.   

 Kids were learning the verse and using their armor of God dress up clothes to say each 

part.  Each child made a part of armor each day and got to take it home on Friday.  

 All of the donated items provided more than we could ask for!  All staff were served a 

great breakfast each morning as well as snacks.   

Thank you so much Highline, for supporting the Early Childhood Ministry!  
If you have any questions please call or email Katie Taylor 

katie@highlinechristian.org 

 

Preschool Park 
Birth through Kindergarten 
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Hugo & Regina 

Overton Ortega 

Alma Tsakiris 

Jerrod & Nikki 

Sessler 

By Transfer: 

Office Hours: 
Monday-Thursday 

8:30-2:30 

Friday 

8:30-Noon 

Worship Service Times 
Saturdays—6:00 p.m. 

Sundays—9:00 a.m. & 10:40 a.m. 

Sunday School – 9:00 for all ages;  

10:40 Adult Sunday School &  

Base Camp 

Next 

eNewsletter 

Deadline: 

July 24 

Contact Us At: 
Phone:  206-243-4333 

Website:  highlinechristian.org 

Email: office@highlinechristian.org 

Parker Crawford 

By Baptism: 

Welcome to our Two New Elders 

 

Can you guess which elder said the following? 

1. Started attending Highline in 1988 

2. Favorite books in the Bible are Job and 1 Corinthians 

3. Became a Christian at age 21—just before joining Seattle 

Police Department. 

4. Was forced to spend the night in East Berlin, Germany, 

while on a family vacation. 

5. Loves Yellowstone and Yosemite. 

6. Has nine family members that also attend Highline 

7. Loves Jesus. 

 

(Answers on Elder Page 11) 
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Tim Crawford 

Jim Kemp 

Sal Dena 

Dr. Tim Knight 
Chuck Hansen 

Gregg Louvier 
Elder Chair 

Konrad Lindblom Dave Rogge 

2016-2017 Elders 

1. Konrad (Dave started in 2012) 

2. Dave (Konrad ‘s are Philippians and James) 

3. Dave (Konrad became a Christian in 3rd 

grade) 

4. Dave (Konrad’s story from childhood was 

travelling in a station wagon to go 

camping) 

5. Konrad (Dave’s childhood memory was the 

East Berlin story.  Sounds exciting!) 

6. Both 

7. Both 
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Bret Thorson 
Children’s & Family Pastor 
bret@highlinechristian.org 

Liesl Behm 
Worship Director 
liesl@highlinechristian.org 

Staff Contacts 


