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Thoughts of Love
Bret Thorson, Discipleship Pastor

February is here, and with it a month in the middle of winter we often
seek to warm with thoughts of love. Soon there will be red balloons,
cards, cookies, heart shapes, stuffed animals and more all around
seeking to sell love. Biblically, there are different words used for
different kinds of love, and it is a good study to learn the different
words, when, where, and how often they are used. It is also true that
the triune God is the definition of see 1 John 4:713. God as the
definition of love can also be seen in 1 Corinthians 13. This is a common passage
about love, often used in weddings, as well as to challenge believers how they should
love. Because God is love, we can also reead 1 Corinthians 13, and replace love
with God to help us have a better understanding of God and His love for us possibly
even affecting our narrative beliefs about God.

God is patient andkind; God does not envy or boast;God is not arrogantor rude.
God does not insist on His own way; God is not irritable or resentful; God does not
rejoice at wrongdoing, but rejoices with the truth. God bears all things,God believes
all things, God hopes all things,God endures all things. (1 Corinthians 13:47)

Now this is love, not that we loved God, but that He loved us, 1 John 4:10, God loves
us first. God always loves us first. Before God spoke a word in creation, He already
knew us, loved us completely, and had a plan in place to reconcile us back into
relationship with Himself. In the midst of our sin God loves us and died for us. In the
morning before we wake up, God is there loving us. Before we take our first bite,
God is loving us and providing food for us. Before we make our way to work, God is
there loving us and opening opportunities for us to share His love with others. God
loves us first, God loves us completely, God loves us always, God wants, wills, and
acts for our best in each and every circumstance.

Before we begin to explore how we are to love others, which is to want, will, and act
for the best of others to the extent of our ability, it is good to rest in the love of the
God who loves us first. Set aside time this month to slowly read through the Gospel
of John through the | ens of God®s | oving us
balloons this month, you could put a little red mark next to each loving act of God
through the gospel.

This month may you greater fall in love with the God who loves you
first, always, sacrificially, and completely.

Moment by moment with Jesus,

Bret Thorson
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Nort hwest Christian Women?3s

The Northwest Christian Women3s Conference
Beach Conference Center on April 262 8 . The theme is ~Fearl es
the workshops look like they have great variety, yet pulling everything

back to the theme of living without fear. Our speaker will be a

returning speaker to the Conference, Shelly Larson. This is a great

weekend to draw closer to the women of Highline and yet worship

and learn with women from all over Western Washington.

Registration materials should be mailed to you within a week or so if

you have attended the conference within the past three years. If you

are new to attending or don3t receive your
contact Tammie Lindblom at 203-670-2386 or

kisralindblom@comcast.neor watch for sign-up information in the

Atrium. 7
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